


Ilya Gringolts, Violinist 

Biography 
 

“One of the most inspirational violinists today” 

— The Financial Times 

Winner of the 1998 International Violin Competition “Premio Paganini,” Ilya Gringolts was also 
awarded two special prizes for the youngest ever competitor to place in the finals and the best 
interpreter of Paganini’s Caprices.  He studied violin and composition in Saint Petersburg with 
Tatiana Liberova and Jeanna Metallidi and at the Juilliard School with Itzhak Perlman and was 
also one of twelve young artists selected by the BBC for their New Generation Artists Scheme.   

 

Ilya Gringolt’s recent and future orchestral highlights include the Mahler Chamber Orchestra 
under Claudio Abbado, a tour of Germany and Spain with the NDR Orchester Hannover, a tour 
of Japan with the NHK Orchestra, the Halle, Liverpool, and Birmingham Symphonies, Deutsches 
Sinfonie Orchester Berlin (Roger Norrington), BBC Scottish Symphony, São Paulo Orchestra 
(Rafael Fruhbeck de Burgos), Israel Philharmonic, Royal Scottish National and Basel Symphony 
Orchestras and the Orquesta de Barcelona y Nacional de Catalunya.  He has undertaken 
extensive tours of Asia, Australia, and China – in 2009 he performed with the Melbourne 
Symphony and toured South Africa with the Johannesburg Orchestra, and China with the Lahti 
Symphony Orchestra.  In the United States, Mr Gringolts has performed with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, the National Symphony and the Philadelphia Orchestra, all under Itzhak Perlman.  
He has also performed with the orchestras of Chicago, Atlanta, Minnesota, Indianapolis, 
Detroit, Phoenix, Tucson, North Carolina, Santa Rosa, Utah and Buffalo.  He has performed at 
Handel & Haydn under Grant Llewellyn.  And in Canada, he has performed with the Montreal 
and Toronto Symphony Orchestras and Ottawa’s National Arts Centre Orchestra.  Mr. Gringolts 
has worked with some of the leading conductors of today, including Alan Gilbert, Daniel 
Barenboim, Joseph Silverstein, Jeffrey Kahane, JoAnn Falletta, and Pinchas Zuckerman.   

 

In recital, Ilya Gringolts recently presented the complete cycle of Bach sonatas with Masaaki 
Suzuki at the Verbier Festival.  Recent and future recitals and festival appearances include 
Lucerne, Kuhmo, Risor, Zermatt and Verbier Festivals, BBC Proms, the Wigmore Hall, Basel AMG 
Solistenabende, Festival Printemps des Arts Monte Carlo, Saint Petersburg Philharmonic, 



Colmar Festival, Milan Serate Musicali, and the Enescu Festival, Bucharest.  As a chamber 
musician, his regular chamber music partners include Yuri Bashmet, Lynn Harrell, Diemut 
Poppen, Vladimir Mendelssohn, Itamar Golan and many others.  He is also the founder of the 
Gringolts String Quartet.   

 

He won a Gramophone Award for his Taneyev Chamber Music CD with Pletnev, Repin, Imai, 
and Harrell.  He has recorded three discs for DG (featuring the Prokofiev Violin Concerto No 1 
and the Sibelius Humoresques and Violin Concerto, a disc of solo Bach, and the Tchaikovsky and 
Shostakovich first Concertos), which received outstanding reviews.  His recording of Heinrich 
Wilhelm Ernst for Hyperion was featured as a Gramophone Editor’s Choice, and his Hyperion 
release of the Tanayev and Arensky Violin Concertos with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
under Ilan Volkov was met with enthusiasm.  His 2010 release of the complete Schumann Violin 
& Piano Sonatas with Peter Laul for Onyx was also highly praised.   

 

Ilya Gringolts has a continued commitment to period instrument performance as well as music 
education – he has recently been appointed Professor of Violin at the Basel Hochschule.  He is 
also acting as International Fellow at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama. 
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Ilya Gringolts 

Press Quotes 
 
“Gringolts’ fluency, virtuosity and lyrical intensity have been much and rightly admired and this record [Arensky, 
Tanayev] . . . is his best yet”  

— BBC Music Magazine 
 
 
“Another superbly conceived and truthfully recorded addition to Hyperion’s Romantic Violin Concerto series”  

— Gramophone 
 
 
“No one has come close to equaling the technical prowess and musicality that Gringolts displays here” 

— Classic FM Magazine 
 
 
“Violin virtuosity reigns supreme” 

— The Strad 
 
 
“Gringolts’s [Ernst] collection should be essential listening for violinists” 

— Fanfare Magazine 
 
 
“The performances are among the greatest displays of virtuosity I have ever heard” 

— American Record Guide 
 
 
“Gringolts is inviting comparison with the great violinists, as well as the ‘period-performance’ players of today.  The 
amazing things is that Gringolts triumphs on both levels”  

— The Times 
 
 
“Radiant talent, and triumphant virtuosity.  There is nothing [Gringolts] cannot do” 

— Amazon.com 
 
 
“Flawless” 

— Fanfare Magazine 



ILYA GRINGOLTS 
 

CONCERTO REPERTOIRE 
(preferred) 

 
ADAMS  Violin Concerto 
 
ARENSKY  Violin Concerto in A minor 
 
BACH   Violin Concerto No 2 in E major BWV 1042 
   Concerto for 2 violins & orchestra in D minor BWV 1043 
   Violin Concerto in A minor 
   Violin Concerto in D minor 
   Violin Concerto in G minor 
 
BARBER  Violin Concerto 
 
BARTOK  Violin Concerto No 1 
   Violin Concerto No 2 
                                   
BEETHOVEN  Violin Concerto in D major Op 61 
   2 Romances for violin & orchestra 
   Triple Concerto 
 
BERNSTEIN  Serenade 
 
BERG   Violin Concerto 
 
BRAHMS  Violin Concerto in D major Op 77 
    Double Concerto 
 
BRUCH   Violin Concerto No 1 in G minor Op 26 
 
CHAUSSON  Poeme 
 
CORIGLIANO  “Red Violin” Suite 
 
DVORAK  Violin Concerto in A minor 
    Romance in F minor 
   Mazurek 
 
ELGAR   Violin Concerto in B minor Op 61  



 
GLAZUNOV  Violin Concerto 
 
HARTMANN  Concerto Funebre 
 
HUSA   Violin Concerto 
 
JARRELL  Violin Concerto 
 
LOCATELLI  Violin Concerto Op 3 No 12 (period instrument) 
 
KORNGOLD  Violin Concerto in D Major 
 
MENDELSSOHN Violin Concerto in E minor Op 64 
   Double concerto (piano and violin) in d minor 
 
MOZART  Violin Concerto No 1 in B flat Major 
   Violin Concerto No 3 in G major K 216 
   Violin Concerto No 5 in A major K 219 
   Sinfonia Concertante K 364 
   Violin Concerto No4 in D Major 
 
PAGANINI  Violin Concerto No 1 in D major Op 6 
   Violin Concerto No 2 in B minor 
 
PROKOFIEV  Violin Concerto No 1 in D major Op 19 
   Violin Concerto No 2 in G minor Op 63 
 
RAVEL   Tzigane 
 
ROZSA   Sinfonia Concertante for violin and cello 
 
SAINT-SAENS  Violin Concerto No 3 
   Introduntion and Rondo-capriccioso 
   Havanaise 
 
SARASATE  “Carmen” Fantasie 
   “Zigeunerweisen” 
 
SCHOENBERG  Violin Concerto  
                                     
SCHUBERT  Rondo for violin & string orchestra in A major  
                                  
 



SCHUMANN  Violin Concerto in D minor 
   Fantasie 
 
SHCHEDRIN  Concerto parlando for violin, trumpet and strings 
 
SHOSTAKOVICH Violin Concerto No 1 Op 99 
   Violin Concerto No 2 Op 129 
 
SIBELIUS  Violin Concerto in D minor Op 47 
   6 Humoresques 
 
STRAVINSKY  Violin Concerto in D  
 
TANEYEV  Suite de concert 
 
TCHAIKOVSKY  Violin Concerto in D major Op 35 
   Meditation 
   Valse-Scherzo 
 
VAUGHAN-WILLIAMS The Lark Ascending 
 
VIVALDI  Four Seasons 
   Concerto for 3 violins in F major 
   Concerto for 4 violins in B minor 
 
WIENIAWSKI  Concerto No 2 for violin & orchestra  
   Legende 
 
WEILL   Concerto with winds and percussion  
 
WAXMAN  “Carmen” Fantasie   
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