Please destroy any previously dated or undated biographies.
October 2011
Naoto Oromo
Biography

One of the leading conductors of his generation, NAOTO OTOMO is Permanent Conductor and Artistic Advisor of the Kyoto Symphony, a post he’s held since 1994.  Additionally, he has held the post of Permanent Conductor of the Tokyo since 1991.  He is also Music Director of Tokyo’s Bunka Kaikan Orchestra.  
Naoto Otomo made his operatic debut in November, 1998, conducting Weber’s Der Freischutz to critical acclaim.  Following this triumph, he conducted a number of productions, including Gluck’s Orfeo and Euridice with Tokyo’s Nissay Arts Theatre; Verdi’s Rigoletto with the Nil Foundation; and Magic Flute at the Aichi Prefecture Theatre and the Kansai Nikikai Opera Company as well as the Nissay Arts Theatre.  He conducted Shingaeki Saegusa’s Chuschingura (better known in the West as The Loyal Forty-seven Ronin) to critical acclaim in Nagoya.

He was born in Tokyo and began his music training on the piano at the age of four.  Later, he attended Toho Gakuen High School where his musical interests led him to take up conducting.  

Recognized for his remarkable natural talents, Mr. Otomo was subsequently accepted for university studies at the affiliated Toho Gakuen School of Music, one of the most renowned music institutes in Japan.  There, he studied under leading Japanese conductors including Seiji Ozawa, Kazuyoshi Akiyama, and Tadaaki Otaka.

At the age of 21, Naoto Otomo was made Assistant Conductor of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, the youngest person ever to assume that post.  He made his debut with that ensemble the same year, 1979, with a critically acclaimed performance of Ravel’s Daphnis and Chloe.  During his tenure at the NHK, he had opportunities to work with conductors that included Wolfgang Sawallisch, Gunter Wand, Ferdinand Lightner, Jascha Hortenstein, and Herbert Blomstedt.  Subsequently, he went to the United States for further study at Tanglewood, working with such eminent conductors as Leonard Bernstein, Andre Previn, Igor Markevitch, and Seiji Ozawa.

Past professional posts have included Resident Conductor of the Japan Philharmonic between 1986 and 1988, and Conductor of the Osaka Philharmonic from 1986 to 1989.  In 1992, Naoto Otomo and contemporary composer Shigeaki Saegusa combined efforts to form the Japan Virtuosi Orchestra.  The ad hoc group consisted of about 100 members from the ranks of Tokyo’s nine major orchestras and performed several times each season through the major cities of Japan. Recording on labels that included Sony Music and Alfa Music Records, they were broadcast regularly on NHK television and radio.  In addition to extensive touring within Japan, Otomo has conducted tours of orchestras that include the Osaka Philharmonic, taking the baton in Bonn, Nuremberg, Zagreb, and Bern to effusive reviews.  Other recent European projects included tours to Italy and Turkey with the Tokyo Symphony as well as a debut engagement with the Stockholm Philharmonic.  In July of 2003, he shared podium duties, conducting London’s Philharmonia in their tour of Japan.

Invitations from major orchestras around Japan have steadily assumed the larger portion of this artist’s schedule in recent seasons.  Otomo is a favorite of audiences throughout the country, regularly appearing with the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Japan Philharmonic Orchestra, Osaka Philharmonic Orchestra, Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra, and New Japan Philharmonic.  Working to further the education of tomorrow’s professional musicians, Mr. Otomo gives frequent workshops at the Toho Gakuen School of Music on both conducting and chamber music.  In June of 2001, he and Conductor Alan Gilbert, were Co-Artistic Directors of a new festival in the Kazusa region of Japan called “Masters Course in Kazusa.”  This three-week festival included a series of master classes and concerts, and attracted leading post-conservatory musicians from Japan and throughout the world.  Its distinguished international faculty of musicians included Michael Gilbert and James Ross.

Additionally, Naoto Otomo recently conducted a program featuring three of Asia’s leading “divas,” entitled “La Grande Dame Concert.”  The singers featured were China’s Ying Huang, Japan’s Shinobu Sato and Korea’s Sumi Jo.

To date, Naoto Otomo’s career as included collaborations with artists that include tenor Jose Carreras, pianists Andre Watts. Helene Grimaud and Jean-Yves Thibaudet; violinists Joshua Bell, Gil Shaham, Augustin Dumay and Frank Peter Zimmermann, pianist Bruno-Leonardo Gelber, violist Yuri Bashmet among others.

Naoto Otomo’s recent North American engagements have included dates with the Honolulu Symphony, the Colorado Symphony and the Indianapolis Symphony.  
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